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the city, and         we enjoyed for          time the delights of a

fine English summer under trees nowhere to be         in

perfection as la our own dear land*   The place of my nuclei
Sir J. F. Davis, Hollywood Tower, was not far distant^ and
there was my wife in doe course conducted oo a willing pil-
grimage "to dopoojah" (worship), as Mountstuart Elpbinstone
had termed it, to the spear with which my grandfather had
defended the historic house at Benares9 and which
found a place in the library at Hollywood, besides having been
enshrined, emblematically, as aa  honourable augmentation
in the family arms.    After a stay in this beautiful Somer-
setshire country we determined to  post to- Salisbury, and
there to visit what was held to be the unique prehistoric
museum* of great interest to me in my then hobbles.    We
started in state from my mothers place, our servants in the
runib!ef a pair of grey horses and a smart postilion as our
conductors.    We bad taken the precaution to send word
on to Warminster to have a change of horses and
ready for us there.    All went well on the road so far,
we were everywhere  acclaimed as a newly-married couple
on their state matrimonial progress.    We had an excellent
breakfast at Warminster,  but  on  entering the  carriage  1
recognised^ to my dismay, that in the place of the  bridal
greys  that  had  conveyed us   so  far were a pair  of
horses, but the blackest  of black in colour, with  crinkly
tails* such as one sees at funerals.   And, sure enough, these
were the hearse-horses doing duty as post-horses for the
occasion!     Remonstrance was of no  avail.     " You'll find
they'll do Salisbury ail right in good time,1* said the host*
And he explained that the demand for post-horses was so
limited and exceptional, that he was obliged to keep horses
that would suit either for funerals or other less melancholy
purposes*   We reached the White Hart at Salisbury in due
course, but our entry into the town did  not arouse the
enthusiasm of the small boys and others as at the chief
points of our first stage.   And we had been a little delayed
by OUT horses having insisted on turning into the cemetery